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STATEMENT BY CEO FRANK DONAGHUE IN RESPONSE TO TODAY’S COMMENTS IN THE 
WASHINGTON POST BY NAVY COMMANDER J.D. GORDON ON NEW PHR REPORT 
 
 
Cambridge, MA (June 19, 2008) – “PHR’s research was conducted by some of the world’s leading 
experts on evaluating and documenting torture claims, according to rigorous and internationally 
accepted clinical standards,” stated Frank Donaghue, CEO of Physicians for Human Rights.  “In 
response to PHR’s medical evidence of torture and war crimes, the Pentagon today strangely 
responded by defending its current standards of medical care. We’re not aware of any 
international medical standards that include sleep deprivation and isolation, which the US Army 
Field Manual still authorizes. The Pentagon has not yet responded to the new medical evidence 
of past crimes, including periodic beatings, sodomy, and electric shocks.” 
 
 
To download PHR’s Broken Laws, Broken Lives report (PDF), visit http://brokenlives.info.   
 
Physicians for Human Rights (PHR) mobilizes the health professions to advance the health and 
dignity of all people by protecting human rights. As a founding member of the International Campaign 
to Ban Landmines, PHR shared the 1997 Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
 
 


